
14
0

13
0

12
0

11
0

10
0

90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 10 0

Ne
ar

 je
t e

ng
ine

Th
re

sh
old

 of
 pa

in

Th
re

sh
old

 of
au

dib
ilit

y

Ru
stl

e o
f le

av
es

in 
the

 w
ind

Qu
iet

 ro
om

W
his

pe
r

Ha
rd

 ro
ck

 ba
nd

Ac
ce

ler
ati

ng
 

mo
tor

cy
cle

Lo
ud

 au
to 

ho
rn

 
at 

10
ft a

wa
y

Al
ar

m 
clo

ck

Ne
ar

 fr
ee

wa
y

au
to 

tra
ffic

No
rm

al 
co

nv
er

sa
tio

n

No
isy

 ur
ba

n
da

yti
me

Qu
iet

 ur
ba

n
da

yti
me

Qu
iet

 su
bu

rb
an

nig
hti

me

Va
cu

um

Sound
Pressure
Level

dBs

R
EF

ER
EN

C
E

±10 dBA — Twice as loud/half as loud

±5 dBA — Readily perceptible change

±3 dBA
Barely perceptible change
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Noise Information

What are some common noise values?

How is a change in sound level perceived?


